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Grassroots innovations for sustainability :
The case of the Soap Movement in Shiga Prefecture

KM E W

Shinya Daimon

Abstract

The concept of sustainability has come to permeate discussions in global politics today, among
which one prevailing narrative is intergeneration fairness. On the other hand, the term also tends to
provoke criticism from the grassroots community as it seems to have been used to justify control over
the present generation. Therefore, in this paper, I intend to find evidence for grassroots innovations for
sustainability by focusing on the case of Soap Movement in Shiga Prefecture. The movement was based
on the experience of labor unions confronting capitalism, and was also closely related to a political measure
to create progressive local governments. Thus, rather than a single proposal for consumer goods with a
lower environmental impact, it was an initiative rooted in a fundamental material cycle. Active grassroots
movements as such have been sustained by the attitude of taking responsibility, resistance to passive
injustice, and incorporating different voices. To prevent the concept of sustainability turning into a hollow
concept, or mere rhetoric to dominate the present generation, attention is required to examine similar cases
of grassroots innovation for sustainability and such emerging notions as “passive injustice” and “multiple
viewpoints.”

Keywords: “Multiple Viewpoints”, Passive Injustice, Responsibility
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